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Background
This policy statement has been written following consultation with staff, pupils and the wider parent body by way of a
parents’ meeting.
In Crossroads Primary School, we acknowledge the role played by parents as the first educators of their children.

“Homework or home activities make an important contribution to the progress children and
young people make at school. Homework also provides an opportunity for young people,
parents and teachers to work together.” (Learning & Teaching Scotland)

Aims
Through homework, we aim to:
 raise attainment.
 allow practice and consolidation of work done in class.
 allow preparation for future class work.
 encourage pupils to manage their time
 recognise the significant contribution home learning and homework can make.
 encourage pupils to develop personal responsibility for life-long learning.
 enable pupils to become independent learners.
 provide an opportunity for parents to become involved in their child’s education.
 enable parents to be informed about the type of work being undertaken in class.
 support those pupils who, for a variety of reasons, are unable to complete their homework at home.

Types of Homework
Homework may include the following:
 reading practice – particularly at early stages
 consolidation of spelling
 reinforcement of class work e.g. a maths task based a concept taught that week
 consolidation of facts e.g. times tables
 investigations/research topics e.g. a personal project over an extended period.
 Problem-solving challenges
 preparation for class work
 preparing a presentation

Pupils will not normally be asked to complete class work at home, but this may be necessary, on occasion.

Tasks should:
 have a clear focus and children should be aware of the success criterion
 be varied – not purely written tasks
 be achievable by all pupils
 be manageable for teachers

Organisation and Time Allocation
Homework will be given out at the beginning of the week and should be handed in, completed, on the last day of the
school week. This affords a degree of flexibility in fitting homework around hobbies and other commitments.
If the homework is spread evenly across the week, it is anticipated that the time taken will be as follows:

Primaries 1-4: around 20 minutes a night
Primaries 5-7: around 30 minutes a night.

Some tasks are open-ended and in this case, parents and child together should decide on the time committed to it.

Pupils will be given a Homework Diary in which are written the week’s homework tasks. The diary also allows for
written communication between home and school.

All pupils will be given a zipped folder to transport work between home and school. The folder remains the property
of the school and should be handed back when the pupil leaves.

If a pupil has not completed homework tasks to an appropriate standard, “Buddy Time” activities will be forfeited in
order that homework be completed.



Roles and Responsibilities
Pupils should -
 take home all required materials
 complete their homework tasks to the best of their ability
 discuss any problems or difficulties, with the teacher, before the homework’s due date
 make use of “Homework Club” when necessary
 ensure all homework tasks are completed on time.

Parents should -
 encourage a positive attitude to homework
 encourage and support their child in the homework tasks
 encourage their child to complete work to the best of his/her ability
 encourage their child to hand homework in on time
 encourage the child to take responsibility for transporting homework and materials between home and school
 sign or comment upon their child’s homework when appropriate.

Teaching Staff should -
 set appropriate homework tasks
 mark homework and provide feedback
 report to the Head Teacher when homework is consistently not handed in.

The Head Teacher should -
 promote and publicise the homework policy
 support staff, pupils and parents in implementing this policy
 monitor and evaluate the policy
 monitor to ensure appropriate pace and challenge.

Monitoring and Evaluation
Class teachers will monitor and evaluate pupils’ homework on a daily/weekly basis. The Head Teacher will be
responsible for sampling homework jotters regularly (in line with school policy on Self-evaluation) and discussing this
with staff.

The policy will be reviewed as required.

Pupils with Additional Support Needs
Homework will be set according to pupil ability or will be differentiated by expected outcome and/or support.

“Homework Club” is available to pupils from 8.40 a.m., Tuesday to Friday, in the school hall, so that pupils who are
unable to complete homework at home have the opportunity to benefit from school resources and support from a
Classroom Assistant.

If homework is not completed and handed in on time, pupils may be asked to miss their “Buddy Time” in order to
finish it.

Partnership with Parents
The positive and productive partnerships that our schools enjoy with parents will be nurtured to increase the
involvement of parents in working with and supporting their child with homework. Ideally, children should not require
to make use of “Homework Club”.

ICT
Email may be used to transfer work from school home to school, but for reasons of security, school memory sticks
should not be taken home.

Concluding Comments
Crossroads Primary School is fully committed to the development of children as successful learners, confident
individuals, effective communicators and responsible citizens. Encouragement of the critical skills needed for the
successful completion of homework tasks is one of many ways to foster this development.
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